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RIOT ON THE FRENCH CONCESSION. 
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(From “ The North-China Herald and 8. 0. §& Consular Gasette.”) 
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We stated last week that the project of making certain roads alongside the Ningpo Joss-House was 
cansing strong irritation among the Ningpo Chinese. This feeling cnluminated on ate in a serious 
riot, daring which a number of houses were burned down and several lives lost. 

A Chinese mob assembled on Sunday afternoon in the Quarter of the French Settlement near the 
Ningpo Joss-House, attacked the house of the Inspector of Roads, maltreated M. Percebois and his family, 
vutted and subsequently set fire to his house ; attacked the neighbouring house, occupied + aes Maclean, 
a missionary lady, seriously maltreating the occupants ; and went on to burn down M. Charrier’s Stables 
(in the neighbourhood) and a number of adjacent Chinese houses. 

Eight Chinese met their death in the riot, one being shot during the first attack on M. Percebois, 
and the others shot or bayonetted later in the evening. 

The Volunteer Force was called cht at 9 p.m., and warning of their arrival induced the rioters to 
disperse; the streets were nearly empty when the men reached the ground. While it lasted, the 
incendiarism seems to have been of the most determined character, the rioters thrusting wisps of burning 
straw into the premises they wished to destroy. 

Rumours had reached the Chief of the French Police that an outbreak was imminent, and the heads 
of the Ningpo Guild had indeed represented to the Taotai, and the latter to the French Consul, that the 
excitement of the le was becoming serious. Still the extent of the r was not fully credited. 
The leaders of the Nin community affirm, and there seems reason to believe them that the riot 
occurred against their ve - Be wholly without pre-arrangement. But public feeling was excited to the 
point at which an incident suffices to canse explosion. 

The immediate cause in the present instance seems to have been a collision, about 2 p.m., between 
some Ningpo men and the Police. The Police declare the Chinese attacked them ; the Chinese, that the 
Police first used violence. However this may be, the fact remains that a policeman on his beat at the 
western end of the Rue du Consulat was maltreated by a crowd of about 200 Chinese He was hit in the 
side, his sword taken hold of from behind and pulled from the seabbard, his shako knocked off, and the 
man was otherwise beaten badly. Some Europeans passing came to the rescue, and conveyed him to the 
Central Station. The next thing heard at the*Station was through M. Percebois, the Inspector of 
Roads, who came in with his wife and five children. M. Percebois showed wounds on his head, and stated 
that his house had been surrounded, the windows smashed in, the rooms gutted, and that the place was 
also being set on fire. He had been injured by stones, while his wife had been dragged by the hair along 
the ground. She managed to escape down the Rue Wekwei however, and three sailors from the mail 
steamer Tigre—who were also assaulted, and one of whom logt his watch—secured the safety of the 
children and brought them to the Station. M. Barbe, Chef de Police, sent to advise the Consul-General 
of the disturbance, and went with the Police at hand, under arms, to disperse the crowd. When they 
arrived they found a great number of Chinamen, dancing in rings, with the clothes of Mrs. Percebois 
parcelled out amongst them, after’ having gutted the house and smashed everything to minute atoms. 
The house was a perfect wreck from top to bottom. The police fired three or four shots, as M. Barbe 
states, in the air, to intimidate the mob. 

M. Barbe at this time received instructions from the Consul-General advising pradence and a 
quiet bearing, and he accordingly prepared to retire his men, feeling that, with weapons in their hands, 
they might be apt to retaliate for the stones flung at them. Another reason for retiring was that a report 
had reached M. Barbe that the Municipal Hall, which he was compelled to leave comparatively unguarded, 
had been attacked by a section of the mob. While they were coming back, M. Barbe states that he 
heard some shots fired, but that they were not by his men. As soon as they got back, the Municipal 
Compound was partly surrounded, and the mob began to tear down some wooden railings and smash 
lamp posts. Opposite the main entrance two Europeans in a trap were stopped and compelled to go back. 
Sentries were then placed all round the compound, inside. | 

About 7 o’clock the mob again came to the charge, and set fire to M. Percebois’ house. M. Charrier’s~ 
stables, exactly opposite, were also set fire to, as well as some new Chinese houses in the Rue Hué, in the 
same neighbourhood. The mob prevented the mafoos from taking out the carriages stored at M. Charrier’s, 
which were therefore destroyed, but the ponies got away. Abont this time a lientenant of the French 
gun-vessel Couleuwwre came on the spot with twenty men, and took command of the situation. Fifteen 
volanteers were sent under a sergeant of police to protect the gasworks, and remained there. The police 
did not retarn to the scene of the fray. 

At 9 o’clock the East Gate Police Station, where only four men were placed, was attacked, and 
twenty sailors from the U.8.8. Ashuelot (of whom a detachment of eight with one gun had been landed) 
were sent there. Forty more were temporarily stationed in the Consular Compound and the remaining 
twenty at the Hotel Municipal, where they were quartered in the large hall. A hundred and fifty 
Chinese soldigrs from Kaou-chang-meau were also sent in by the Chinese authorities, at the request of the 
Consul-General. The Chihsien was asked to secure ten of the leaders of the mob, in order to afford a 
clne to the real raisers of the disturbance, but up till 10 p.m. only three pri had been made. Many 
of the Chinese in the neighbourhood of the fires and of the Municipal Hall bogan to remove their effects, 
owing to warnings they had received from the rioters that their houses would be burnt down. 
M. Barbe’s detectives had reported on Saturday morning that an incendiary attack was being planned, 
Lae had hoped that it only related to a mass gathering of the Ningpo men, such as had already been 
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About 6.30 M. Voisin, Chairman of the French Municipal Council, sent a request to Mr. Fearon, 
Chairman of the English Council, for the support of the 8. V. C., to which Mr. Fearon replied that he 


would lose no time in taking steps to "Si the desired aid. Mr. Fearon did so after consultation with the 
Consuls and the Commanders of the Naval forces. 


oe 


_ The foregoing relates almost wholly to the attack on French property, but with this the mob had 
not stopped. Following up the attack on M. Percebois’ house, they at the same time assailed the neigh- 
bouring one, tenanted by Miss Maclean, late of the Union Chapel Mission. Here they knocked in the 
windows, and assaulted the inmates—Miss Maclean, and Messrs. D. Cranston and Weir (chief-engineer 
of the steamer Gordon Castle.) Mr. Weir escaped with fortunately slight injuries, but Mr. Cranston 
received a severe wound on the head from a stone, as well as other injuries, which have necessitated his 
removal to Hospital. Miss Maclean was thrown down the stair of the house and roughly treated, but 
upon her calling out to the mob in Chinese that she was not French, they desisted, and friendly hands 
helped. her to a place of safety. The furniture of this house was then partially saved by foreigners who 
went to the scene after the French police had checked the mob. The appearance of a number of 
foreigners and the Chinese authorities—the Chehsien and Magistrate of the French Mixed Court— 
restored a season of quiet; but still the mass of Chinese remained on the open space between the places 
attacked and the Ningpo Joss-Honse, and surged about excitedly. At this time there were probably over 
5,000 Chinese on the ground. The Chehsien and his chair were the objects of hostile demonstrations, 
but he was ultimately allowed to pass through. One Chinaman had been shot, either by the police, by 
M. Percebois, or by a friend who had been with him when the house was attacked, and round the body 
a dense mass of his countrymen were gathered. 

About 6.30 foreigners began to leave the scene, under the impression that the worst had happened, | 
but as it became dusk the rioters returned to work. The flung stones very freely at passers-by—Mr. 
Fisher—(of Messrs. Muller & Fisher) was cut on the temple and mouth, and had some teeth knocked 
in, while driving along the Rue da Consulat in his carriage with Captain Lowell; and, we believe, other 
cases occurred, At 7 p.m. the fire-bell again announced that incendiarism had been resumed, and it was 
found that the premises mentioned in the particulars furnished us by M. Barbe, had been fired. A 
number of (French) volunteers and firemen were stoned, and shots were fired and bayonets brought into 
use, with the result that at least five more of the rioters lost their lives, while several were sent to 
hospital dangerously wounded. 

We should remark here that, throughout the whole affair, the Fire Brigade did efficient and 
valnable work. We cannot attempt to specialise services rendered amid much confusion and excite- 
ment; but believe we are right in selecting the Best Hook and Ladder Co., the Mih-ho-loongs, and 
the Deluge Steamer, as having been especially usefal. 

A few English police who were present without arms, lent assistance in overawing the mob and 
protecting the_ property threatened, and they arrested two of the ringleaders, as well as four foreign 
sailors, who were found bearing off some casks of wine,” 
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At 8 p.m. the Chairman of the Anglo-American Municipal Council called ont the Volanteers, who 
were ordered to muster immediately at the Main Guard, where the Treaty Consuls also met in consulta- 
tion. The men were formed up in the road, Rangers on the right, and Nos. 1, 2, and 3 Rifle Com- 
panies and the Mil-ho-loongs in the order named. The news was that the excitement was subsiding ; 
but it was thought well to march the Force into the French Settlement, and especially round the quarters 
where the rioting had been most active. Even if their active services were not required, their presence 
would tend to deter further outbreak. Captain Cann announced that Captain Hart would take command 
for the evening ; and the Force was countermarched to the Band, along which they proceeded to the 
Rue du Consulat, and down that street to the Municipal Hall. Here a halt was called, while further 
measure were concerted, and Seamen from the Ashuelot came up. The whole Force was then marched 
down past the scene of the conflagration to the Ningpo Joss-House, where it was rumoured that some of 
the ringleaders were shut up—as well as that a number of rioters were assembled on the Green, with the 
intent to stone all comers. Whether the reports were imaginative, or whether any Chinese who may 
have been out there, decamped on hearing of the approaching Force, we cannot say. At any rate 
not a Man was seen. ; : 

The Volunteers were then formed in colamn opposite the entrance to the Joss-House (in the French 
Road), the Rangers patrolling the road, while the Sailors proceeded—in the presence, and by the wish 
of, the Chehsien—to break open a side door on the Settlement side, throngh which the Magistrate, 
accompanied by the British, American, German and other Consuls at once entered. Bat here the result 
was the same—no one was found; and after a thorough search, the Volunteers were marched back in 
reversed order to the Bund. | 

Near the Custom House, the Force was formed up in column, while Captain Hart addressed a few 
words of thanks to the men for the steadiness with which they had obeyed orders ; and announced that 
in case of fresh alarm four guns would be fired from the U. 8. corvette Ashuelot, when they were at 
once to muster at the Main Guard. Mr. Fearon, as Civil Commandant of the Corps, also-complimented 
the men upon the readiness with which they had turned ont, and on their steady and soldierly bearing. 
Fortunately, their active services had not been needed; but their conduct gave a proof of efficiency 
which would increase the confidence of the community in their capity to maintain order if required. 
He thanked them in the name of the community. 

The Force was then dismissed—at about 0.30 a.m. 


Subsequent to this time no fresh attempt to disturb the peace of the Settlement was made. Chinese 
soldiery occupied the streets in the neighbourhood of the disturbance during the night of Sunday- 
omar: and the men-of-war’s men from the Coulewre and Ashuelot guarded the Municipal buildings. 


Some few foreigners residing nearest the threatened quarter removed to the English side, and many of 

the native residents took the same precaution; but there arose no occasion for alarm. On Monday 

morning it was reported that disaffected crowds again filled the streets, and an ‘‘ Express” reminded the 

Volunteers to turn out at the pre-arranged signal of four guns. A visit to the locality, however, showed 
| ; 
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that though certain portions of the streets were rae ay a and a number of people were grouped 
abont the Ningpo Joss-Honuse, all was perfectly quiet. e bodies of the dead, to the number of six, had 
been removed across the creek to a place close by the City Wall, where thousands visited them ; but there 
was no display of feeling. A meeting of Treaty Consuls was held during the afternoon, when they 
resolved to use all the force at their disposal to maintain order, The Taotai was invited to join the 
meeting; he agreed in condemning the action of the mob, and promised to issue a proclamation that 
sach outbreaks would be repressed by all available foreign and native force. 
During the day, however, the following proclamation was issued by M. Godeanx, Consul-General for 
France, ceding the whole question and virtually stultifying his colleagues. 


AN URGENT PROCLAMATION, 


* Since I have been in office in Shanghai, all the merchants of the Settlement have received protection 
and lived in quietude. At present, erroneons reports have been spread stating that the French intend to 
remove or destroy the buildings of the Sz-ming-kung-so (Ningpo Joss-Honuse), and that it is also intended 
to build horse roads on the grounds, and thus to interfere with or damage the graves. These are the 
reports of worthless men, who are spreading false rumours to excite the people. The head men of the 
Sz-ming-kung-so at present petition to have the plans of the roads changed, and a further request has 
been received from the Taotai and likewise one from the Chehsien, begging that we will give consideration 
to the public feeling. An instruction has accordingly been sent to the Municipal Council to reconsider 
and change their previous plans, so as not to injure the buildings of the Guild or the disturb the graves 
in the cemetery. They are not only not to construct a road, but they are to desire the head men of the 
Sz-ming-kung-so to erect a wall round the limits of their property to define the boundaries, and thus 
avoid future misunderstanding. 


“The foregoing proclamation was about to be issued when, unexpectedly, a lot of foolish people, riot 
waiting for a reply to their representations, daringly assembled together and created disturbance. The 
matter is much to be regretted, and on this aceount we issue a proclamation ordering all the merchants 
and people in the Concession that they should live peaceably and attend to their business, and not give 
ready ear to false reports, which lead to matters to be repented of when too late.” 


The view taken by the Municipal Council of the Consul-General’s instruction (or request), is shown 
in the minute of a special meeting of the Council of the 4th May. They unanimously refuse, in view of 
the excesses of the previous day, to reconsider the question of the roads, till the tendency to riot has 
disappeared, and jastice—by which we suppose is meant compensation—has been afforded. The Council 
also express the opinion that the regrettable occurrences of Sunday might have been easily stayed at the 
outset, had the Consul-General taken a more energetic attitude. 

We may add that not only had no ‘ instruction to reconsider and change their provious plan” been 
received by the Council, at the time his proclamation was issued ; but that, even on the following day, no 
communication on the subject had yet reachedthem. We are informed that the Council met on Tuesday 
afternoon, and addressed to him a dignified remonstrance concerning his silence. 

Though there are doubtless many details of interest which might be added, we do not find ourselves 
in a position to offer much more than are given above, regarding the disturbance itself. On one 
important matter, viz., the loss of life, we have made many inquiries, but without satisfactory result. 
Accounts conflict as to who engaged the crowd between 7 o’clock and 8.30, but we are credibly informed 
that a party of about a dozen French police then drove them back with the bayonet. Certain it is, 
however, that the mob was than working itself up to the crowning pitch of recklessness. Men were 
rushing about with lighted wisps of straw, and some foreigners, the Engiish police included, who were 
regarded as neutral in the affairs, were warned away. The mob deliberated for some time whether the 
house which Miss Maclean had occupied should be included in the conflagration, and once resolved to ’ 
spare it, but afterwards set it on fire. A party of irregular volanteers, it is stated, fired into the crowd 
and charged them with the bayonet. Some of these men had received armsfrom the Manicipality; but 
there were others, we are told, who were acting with private weapons and in too independent a manner. 
That the mob required a severe check by force of arms, there is no doubt; but the check should have 
been offered by an organised body, and not by individual action which is likely rather to irritate than to 
subdue. And we are sorry to have to report what we conceive to have been, in some instances, judging 
from the appearatice of the bodies, an unnecessary amount of violence. One informant says he saw a man 
shot; after he fell he endeavoured to escape, upon which his assailant ran up and hewed him down with 
a cutlass. Another reports that he saw a man fire deliberately at some one standing quietly by the edge 
of the crowd. A third gentleman, who assisted some of the wounded to Dr. Johnston's Chinese Hospital, 
stated that he noticed what he considered attempts on life, not altogether warranted by the immediate 
emergency, and that when he pointed this out to the firing party, he was told to mind his own business. 

We may add, that it was chiefly owing to the extreme reluctance of the French Consul to send for 
a regular force from the Coulewvre, that the Council placed arms in the hands of the civilians who came 
into the Municipal Compound at a time when it was surrounded by an immense mob of excited Chinese. 
Had the Regulars been applied for earlier, the arming would have been unnecessary. When the Seamen 
of the Couleuvre arrived, many of these volunteers left the Compound with their arms; and it was not 
till the following morning that they could be called in. We ourselves noticed one man cruising about 
with a rifle and fixed bayonet, at the time the Volunteers were drawn up opposite the Hall, ina very 
unfit condition to have charge of the weapon. The Council onght no doubt, strictly speaking, to have 
cared that arms issued in an emergency were not carried away by men under no organisation. Butitis — 
difficult to be precise in time of excitement. | 

Respectable Ningpo-men say that comparatively few of their number were among the crowd, 
which was largely made up of rowdies hoping to get loot through their incendiary proceedings— men 
who, as one Chinaman told us, are reckless of their own lives or of those of others. Shanghai is no 
doubt the haunt of many such, and the affairs is only too striking an illustration of the necessity for 
being ready to meet an emergency like the present. Besides the six found dead on the ground, from shots 
and Feu. wounds, eight more were taken to the Chinese Hospital. Of these, one man, shot through 
the liver, has died, rai bis body lies unclaimed. The other cases were of a gunshot wound in the right 
lung, sufferer likely to recover; gunshot wound of the right thigh, which involved amputation of the 
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limb; a man who had his thumb cut off and a severe scalp wound ; one who had his fo er amputated ; 
one with a sword fracture of the skull, and a boy suffering from injaries caused it is supposed by 
getting trampled on. We are glad to think that, if sharp punishment has been meted out to some of the 

aggressors, humanity has also interposed to save others from the consequences of their folly. 


‘ On Monday afternoon, the Volunteers were ordered to parade, and at 5.30 about 200 men turned 
out, the Artillery mustering two guns, fully manned. e Force was p ane taken command of 
by Captain Hart, and marched down by the French Bund; thence, after a short halt in front of the 
Consulate for consultation, along the Rue du Consulat, by the scene of disturbance and the obnoxions 
road at the Ningpo Joss-House. Without halting, it continued the march homeward by the Defence 
Creek and the Maloo, and dismissed on the English Band, after a renewed caution from Captain Hart to 
be on the alert for the signal. 

At 9.15 the alarm came, and the members of the Force deserve the warmest credit for the alacrity 
with which it was obeyed. Within half an hour from the time the first gun was fired, fully 200 men 
of all arms had fallen in at the Main Guard, the Artillerymen pluckily dragging up their gun, in defanlt 
of available ponies. Ball cartridge was served ont, and the Sees was marched down to the Band— 
when the alarm was discovered to be false. It seems that the agreed signal of danger from the French 
Concession, had been the exhibition of two lights at the French Consulate; and that the same signal 
had been agreed on between M. Godeaux and the Commander of the Elk, in case a gaard were deemed 
necessary at. the French Consulate. On board of both ships two lights were observed—and taken for 
the signal; but it seems that none was really made. It only remained therefore for Captain Hart to 
congratulate the men again on their ready response to the call—and to dismiss them. 


Efforts were being made, on Tnesday, to stay the exodus from the Concession of those Chinese who 
might be trying to escape consequences, or who feared a renewal of the riot. The French Mixed Court 
Magistrate, we hear, visited a namber of native places of business which had closed, and encouraged 
them to re-open. We confess it appeared to us that, on the morning after the affair, the people in the 
neighbourhood were going abont their customary business in a very unconcerned manner; but there 
seems really to have been considerable uneasiness. Wheelbarrow hire on the Concession rose to six or 
eight times its normal rate, consequent on the demand by those removing; and boats to Soochow raised 
their rates from about $8 to $30. The Chinese house market this side the Yang-king-pang received an 
impetus by the extra demand for accommodation, while on the French side it was correspondingly 
depressed. About 1,000 people are believed to have gone to Ningpo. Soochow-wards, the flight was 
checked by the Chehsien ordering that boats with fugitives, the timid or the turbulent, should be turned 
back at the Sunghoo barrier, about ten miles from 8 hai. KG , 
Everything was perfectly quiet on the French Concession. Chinese guards are still posted at 
corners of the chief throughfares, and by the Ningpo Joss-House; but the need for them appears to have 
quiet ceased. There was usually a small cluster of gazers about the Joss-House—attracted in part, 
seemingly, by a proclamation which was there posted, and in part by chalk marks about the disputed 
Rue de Ningpo, indicating, perhaps, the proposed enclosure. We subjoin a translation of the notice, 
which emanates from the Ningpo Guild, and was, we believe posted on Sunday—tending therefore to 
support the statement of the headmen, that they are not responsible for the riot. 


PROCLAMATION BY THE NINGPO GUILD. 


“ The Guild has eye | petitioned the Taotai and Hsien in the above matter, and these authorities are 
in correspondence with the French Consul-General, begging him to direct the Municipality to alter the 
proposed course of the road; and the matter is all but satisfactorily adjusted. Let all our fellow 
provincials, therefore, mind each his own business, and not assemble in crowds to follow unlawful 
counsels and create disturbances. ) 

“ T’ong-chih, 13th year, 3rd moon.” 


The following amusing proclamation was issned by the Taotai on the evening of the 19th of the 
Chinese moon ( 4th May )—the night after the fire, which it treats as an accident. 


A GENERAL PROCLAMATION. 


‘‘ Whereas on the French side some honses caught fire and the populace assembled in multitudes to 
witness it, | then sent out mandarins with seals [the Chihsien and Waiyuen or official deputy of the 
Taotai]} to lead soldiers to put out the fire and to restrain the mob. The Ningpo merchants of § hai 
and people generally should attend to their own affairs and keep order. If there should be any found 
inventing idle stories and inflaming the minds of the populace, or laying hold of causes to create a 
disturbance, they must be regarded as vagabonds and rufhans, who have no respect for the law, and will 
be at once arrested and dealt with summarily. It is proper that I should inform the soldiers and people 
by proclamation, that they must one and all respect, and not disobey, the laws.” 


On the same day appeared the following proclamation (by the Taotai) which is dated the 18th of 
the moon (3rd May ), the day of the fire, but ( it is said ) was not issued till the following day. 


GENERAL PROCLAMATION. 


“Tt appears that the owners of the lands of the Sz-ming-kung-so have asked that the opening of & 
road shall not be carried out; some time ago the headmen of the Ningpo Guild, Chow Te-lin, Chow 


Chung and others, came to the Yamén with a petition, and I at once communicated with the French Consul- 
General, requesting that he would order the of the Municipal Council to act in accordance with 
it. Although I did not receive an official [or written] answer, a Wai y or Interpreter] had 
already communicated with the Consul-General’s reply, to the effect that the Councillors were 


absent from Shanghai, that it would be necessary to await their return, when the matter would be 
discussed. The Consul-General, however, with a clear preception of Chinese affairs, seen pts the 


g 


as 


Sz-ming-kang-so had existed for a very long period, that the graves there are extremely nnmerons, and 
that if the road opened it would be difficult to avoid injury to them, promised to instruct the Council to 
stay proceedings, and thus to sy. J the affair to a satisfactory termination. The heads of Sz-ming-kung-so 
had Waited also on the Consul-General with a petition, and earnestly entreated him, and he likewise 
assented to their request. All this is on record. It therefore behoves people quietly to wait 
till the matter is discussed and settled. There is no reason for secking excuses to create a disturbance. 
I hope that the people and merchants of Ningpo will in future attend to their occupations and carefully 
keep within the pale of the law. You must not lightly believe idle stories and war b cause commotion, 
laying yourselves open to be brought to trial and examined and punished. There will be no excuse. Do 
not disobey. A special proclamation.” 


The following was issued on Tuesday (5th May), 20th of the moon :— 


‘HE. Suen, Taotai, issues another lamation, for general information. 

‘S Tt ap now that the horse ronld shy not to be constructed within the bounds of Sz-ming-kung-so ; 
and I have di the elders of the Guild to immediately put up a wall in order to define the boundaries. 
I have already personally interviewed the French Consul, and by consultation arranged that he will issue 
a proclamation, and I have no doubt that the proclamation in question has been generally seen. In all 
matters connected with foreigners and Chinese, the people should invariably await the decision of the 
mandarins, and should not create disturbances. If, after this, rowdy characters do not respect the 
injunctions of the authorities, but concoct idle stories, and inflame the hearts of the multitude even unto 
quarrelling and fighting in numbers, I shall decidedly deal with them with the utmost severity of the law. 
Bat I cannot bear to punish without warning; therefore it is right that I should, in incisive (or unmis- 
takable) words, warn you. I trust that the merchants and said people will all be aware of this. You 
have each of yon famihes, and while there is yet time ought to awake to the importance of respecting the 
law, attending to their business, &c. I very mach grieve for the people, and do not shirk earnestly and 
repeatedly warning them. Do not disobey. A special proclamation.” 

The Taotai issned, on Thursday, another very sensible proclamation, blaming the rioters and calling 
on his people to respect the law. Friendly ce is made to foreigners, and to the aid given by 
foreign troops in pa heated the Taeping rebellion—the first official recognition we remember to have 
seen, of the fact. Weappend a rough translation :— 


“A very im t proclamation by the Taotai, for the information of all.—On the 18th day of the 
3rd moon (3rd May), some rowdies created a disturbance on the French Settlements. 

“Prior to this, I had already consulted with the French Consul about the roads (in dispute), and 
proclamations were about to be issued. But it appears that, the 18th day (3rd), being Sunday, public 
business was stopped, and consequently the Consul-General had not been able to issue the notice. On 
the next day, when I had a personal interview with him, he informed me that the notice had been issued, 
which is a proof of his benevolence, kindness, and a reserve good understanding, and prevent 
disturbance. During the crisis of the disturbance, the Con he of the different nations led their ranks 
to suppress it, but restrained their soldiers from using their weapons, which is proof of their goodwill 
and of their regard for (Chinese) life; and their desire not to inflame the excitement. : 

** Moreover, since foreign countries have made treaties with China, and had intercourse, to the present 
time, all questions have been settled with cordiality and frankness. Chinese and foreign merchants and 
ae > have also been very friendly. Formerly, too, when the rebels were creating trouble, the Western 
soldiers assisted in exterminating them, and with one voice aided in producing quietude. The rebels 
could not withstand their ardour, and the Chinese families who owe their safety and preservation to 
them, are very numerous. | ng 

“* All you people have within you a knowledge of right, and should bé grateful for favours received. 
And although in your intercourse your ideas may sometimes be at variance, you are bound to abide by 
the decision of the officials. All questions will, without doubt, be settled with justice, and you must 
not make excuses for creating disturbances. Already have I on several occasions informed you by 
proclamation to this effect, as the records show. 

* Yesterday, the 19th day (4th May), I met the different Consuls, and we agreed that foreign 
merchants must, according to treaty, be protected by Chinese officials. Henceforth the Chinese people 
shall not be allowed to carry weapons and therewith dare to enter the settlements. If any of the people 
do not submit to the control of the local officials, and trouble and injure foreigners, it behoves them to 
check each other. Good people should attend to their business and enjoy the blessings of peace. If the 
good-for-nothing dare again to collect in crowds and break the peace, they will certainly be at once 
seized and severely punished. There will be no leniency. If you trespass against the law and incur the 
penalty, you cannot now say you have not been appri Tremble ! Tremble! Temble !” 


We are indebted to the Courier for the following précis ws igen i at the French Mixed Court 
on Sanday, with regard tojthe men captured during the riot. e men caught with fire-brands, having 
set firé to the houses, were gent to the Taotai for severe punishment, as also were four others charged 
with riotous conduct and assaulting the police. Twelve men arrested by the Chehsien’s soldiers were 
dealt with in various wa ys; ome being remanded, some sent to the Chehsien, and others released on 


security. A number. chafged with theft which had been committed daring the fire, were settled in 
various ways, the majority of the 
of the 1 offences were di 


that they received their Others, again, were sentenced to 100 
be sent to the Chehsien for punishment. During the proceedings, the Chinese 
foreign-drilled troops of the Kiao-chang-meau Arsenal was present, and took great 
in In the course of the examination, some of the prisoners claimed to belong to Soocho-, 
their dialect gave a denial to their statement. The Commander strongly repudiated the claiin 
made by these to the district named, and the result was that the falsehood little benefitted the claiman‘s, 
as the Magistrate forwarded all who claimed another district to their own, to the Chehsien for punishmeut. 
The whole number convicted; which was over thirty, were to be sent into the city in the evening. 


& 


ea 


The following letter has been addressed by the President of the French Municipal Council to Mr. 
Fearon, acknowledging the prompt aid rendered by the Volunteers on the night of the riot :— 


Shanghai, le 4 Mai, 1874. 


Monsizur,—Je sais heureux de vous exprimer, tant en mon nom personnel qu’au nom de |’Adminis- 
tration Municipale, sa vive reconnaissance pour le concours que vous avez prété pour la défense des 
proprietés et des personnes des Etrangers ayant des intéréts sur la Concession Frangaise. 

Je vous serais reconnaissant si vous vouliez bien transmettre aux Officiers du S. V. C. l’expression de 
toute la gratitude du Conseil. | 

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Commandant, l’assurance de ma haute consideration. 


i Le President du Conseil, 


Monsieur R. I. Fearon, A. VolIsIN. 
. Commandant du 8. V. C., 
Shanghai. 


(TRANSLATION. ) 


Sir,—I have pleasure in expressing to you, both in my own name and in that of the Municipal 
Council, its warm recognition of the aid you lent for the defence of the property and persons of the 
| foreigners having interests in the French Concession. | 

I shall be obliged if you will kindly transmit to the Officers of the 8. V. C. this expression of the 
sincere gratitude of the Council. , 

A. Voisin, 
Mr. R. I. Fearon, President of the Council. 
Commandant of the 8. V. C. 


To the Chief Engineer of the Fire Department also, M. Voisin addressed a similar letter of thanks, 
acknowledging the aid rendered by the Brigade in checking the conflagration. 


Shanghai, le 6 Mai, 1874. 


Monstgvur,—Je suis heureux de vous exprimer tant en mon nom personnel, qu’au nom de |’Adminis- 
tration Municipale, sa vive reconnaissance pour le concours que les Brigades de Pompiers ont prété 
pendant l’incendie que les émeutiers ont allamé le 3 courant sur la Concession Francaise. 

Je vous serais reconnaissant, si vous vouliez bien transmettre aux officers et aux membres du S. F. D. 

l’expression de tonte la gratitude du Conseil. _ } 
| Veuillez agréer, Monsieur, l’assurance de ma consideration la plus distinguée. 


Le Président du Conseil, 
Monsieur R. Mackenzie, . A. Votsin. 
” Ingénieur en Chef du 8. F. D. 


(TRANSLATION. ) 


Sir,—I have the pleasure of expressing to you both in my own name and in that of the Municipal 
Administration, its warm recognition of the assistance which the Fire Brigade lent during the fire 
kindled by the rioters on the 3rd inst., in the French Concession. 

I shall be obliged if you will kindly convey to the officers and members of the 8S. F. D. the expression 
of the entire gratitude of the Council. 

A. Votsry, 
Mr. R. Mackenzrr, Chairman of the Cowneil. 
Chief Engineer, 8. F. D. 


Oar readers will proWably be interested in the following letter, written by the Ningpo' Guild to the 
French Council in January last, explaining their objection to the proposed roads and suggesting an 
alternative line. | 3 

Shanghai, 27th January, 1874. 
To the | oe | 
Memepers oF THE Mowicrpat Councit, Frenca Concession. 


GentTLemEN,—The undersigned managers of Ningpo Joss-Honse Grounds beg leave to bring under 
your notice the following statement, relative to their property situated at the back part of the French 
Concession. : 

Sometime ago the former Municipal Council proceeded to lay out roads and streets on that part of 
the Concession where the Ningpo Guild property lies, and in doing so have marked out the road on that 
part of our ground which is very densely packed with coffins containing the remains of deceased Ningpo 
people. (Redon plan.) To make the road and have a traffic in carriages and vehicles over the remains 
of the dead is very abhorrent to our ideas, as we do not believe that their spirits would rest in peace ; 
and to disturb their remains by digging them up and carrying them away elsewhere, is equally repulsive. 
The whole of our ground situated at the rear of the Concession, around the Joss-Honse, is very closely 
filled with the graves of our people of former generations ; on the east side of the Joss-House as mach as 
in that part to the west, although it may not appear so, from the ground having been levelled. Previous 
to the occupation of the Joipthians by the English troops as a Barrack, the whole of our ground was 
surrounded and protected by a brick wall, which was partially destroyed by the troops, and the bricks 
of the remaining portion stolen and carried away. Since then it has laid undisturbed, and as an open 
field. We have no record, nor are we aware that at any time any part of the Ningpo Guild ground a 
been surrendered to the public, or to any one on the public behalf, by any written agreement; nor have 
the Guild ever been consulted, so far as we are aware, as to their readiness to part with their lands. 

The only time that we know of where we have been asked relative to the matter of roads was about 
three months ago, or so, when some one from the Municipal office called on the man in pero hy the 
Joss-House, and asked for a strip of land 13 feet wide, to form one side of the street runs 
paralled to the Rue du Consulat. This request was acceded to, and had thirteen feet been Wy 85 or even 


beer 


the whole 26 feet—if it had only been off the ontside boundary of our land, we would have had nothing 
to say on that point to-day, as the outside boundary of the ground was formerly a creek, and in that line 
of groung marked C. on the accompanying plan we have no dead buried. 

We are very desirous to come to some arrangement if possible with the Municipal Council, whereby 
the proposed new street may be diverted from its present line, and so leave the graves intact. First, we 

ropose that the street may be made to diverge at the point marked D. on the chart, and from there run 
along the ontside of our ground which is over the filled up creek, till it reaches the Sikaway Road. If this 
proposal is not acceptable, and you may have objections to the line of street in consequence of the bend at 
the point D., and that it does not ran in a straight line into the road leading to the creek, then we 
propose to acquire, from the Tong-shing-dong and other proprietors, a strip of ground 26 feet wide, 
which will run in a straight line with the outside of our ground, marked S. on plan. This we will hand 
over to the Council in place of that now marked out by them, and this, as we propose, will make a 
straight street for its whole length. And if it is desirable on public behalf to have the streets straight, 
then what we propose would be better than that now traced ont on the ground, as what we would give 
would make a better junction with the road on the creek side, towards the Military and Naval 
Old Cemetery. : 7 

To carry out this plan, if you accept of it we do not anticipate any trouble, as the Tong-shing-dong 
has no graves in that part of their ground. We are ready and willing to bear all expenses in the 
purchase of houses and grounds to get a straight street. And we will also recoup the Municipal Council 
any moneys that may have been expended fag ear heedei the streets to the present time. 

With reference to the street paralled to the Sikaway Road marked G. on the plan, it cannot be of 
utility to the public in any way, as it only gives access to the creek side in towards the Concession, but 
the other street gives the same benefit much more conveniently, while it is of no use leading out towards 
the West Gate as the right of way stops at the limit of the Concession. We think this might Be allowed 
to remain unopened, and that it remain so while the ground is used as a burrial ground. 

The ground all around it belongs either to the Ningpo Guild or the Tong-shing-dong, and neither of 
the societies have any will or desire to use their grounds for any other purpose than they are now used 
for. The Ningpo people will not allow, if they can help it, their ground to be built upon, while they 
have had it confirmed to them as cemetery grounds by various acts of the French authorities. 

While laying these statements and proposals before you, we beg to remark that it is not from any 
desire to cause trouble that we so act in this manner, but simply that the graves in our former cemetery 
may not be desecrated, and that the bones of our ancestors may remain undisturbed. This feeling on 
our ” gg may understand, as we believe it is not uncommon to foreigners in regard to the graves of 
their : 

Trusting you will give the foregoing your kind and favourable consideration, so that an amicable 
agreement may be come to. 

Waiting the favour of your reply, 


We remain, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servants, &c. 


MEETING OF TREATY CONSULS. 


Minutes of a Special Meeting of Consuls at Shanghai, held in consequence of the Riot on the French 
Concession, on Sunday, the 3rd May, 1874. % 

The Consuls are of opinion that order shonld be maintained in the Foreign Settlements, and they 
are prepared to use all the force available on the part of foreigners, in concert with the force at the 
command of the Taotai, for the purpose. i 

They are further of opinion that immediate measures should be taken by the French authorities and 
the Taotai for the arrest and punishment of offenders in the disturbance of yesterday. 

They are further of opinion that it is unnecessary for the Consular Body to enter into the merits of 
the present difficulty, but they are prepared to give the benefit of their advice in the matter, upon the 
request of either the French Consul-General or the Taotai. : 

i They are farther of opinion that no persons should be permitted to appear publicly in the streets 

with arms, unless under authority. 
_» His Excellency the Taotai having been invited to join the meeting, and the above having been 
communicated to him, he agreed, after consultation, to issue forthwith a proclamation embodying the 
following points :— | 

| age gn 3 the present difficulty was in course of adjustment by the proper authorities when the mob 

began the riot. | 

$"9—That sucht demonstrations by mobs cannot and will not be permitted. When disputes arise, they 
should always be settled by the authorities, and that any attempt by the populace to take the law into 
their own hands will be promptly repressed by all available foreign and Chinese force. 

3—That all quiet well-disposed persons are called upon to discourage rioting of every kind, and to 
maintain order. . 

4—That the Chinese authorities are taking measures to arrest and punish the ringleaders in the late - 
disturbance. | 

W.H. Mepavurst, H. B. M. Consul.. 

E. Lugper, Kais. Consul. 7 

F. B. Forses, S. §& N. Consul-General. 

L. Vienatze, Consul-General for Italy. | 
Roupoitr Scuuick, Austro-Hungarian Consul. 

J. E. Revive, Acting H. I. BR. M.’s Vice-Consul. 
A.rrep Dent, Acting Vice-Consul for Portugal. 
E. H. Stacuex, Consul for Netherlands. \ 
W. Keswick, Acting Danish Consul. 

J. J. Emperanza, Consul for Spain. 

Ep. Moret, Consul de Belgique. 

Grorce F. Sewarp, United States Consul-General. 


bee J 


SEANCE DU 4 MAI, 1874. 


‘. 

Le 4 Mai, 1874, le Conseil Municipal de la Concession Francaise s'est rénni sons la Présidence de 
M. Voisin. Consgillers présents :—M.M, Ewald, Hennequin, Hitch, Lang Maignan, Millot; Secrétaire 
M. Sayn. 

Lo Conseil a été assemblé sur la demande de M. le Consul-Général, adressé an Président, a l'effet d. 
s'ocenper des faits qui ont provoqué dans la populace Chinoise une agitation qn’il importe de calmer 
le plus tét possible, et de s’entretenir de nouvean de la question qui cause cette effervescence. . 

Le Conseil est d’avis qu'il soit adressé 4 M. le Consul-Général une lettre ainsi congue : 


‘‘ Monsieur le Consul-Général,—Sar votre demande je viens de réunir le Conseil Municipal, qui décide 
qn’en présence des excés qui se sont produits hier, il ne pent traiter 4 nouvean la question des rues de 
Ningpo et Saigon avant que l’émente ait disparn et que justice soit faite. Le Conseil s’empressera, alors, 


de remettre le question 4 l'étude, et de vous faire connaitre sa décision finale. 
** Cette résolution a été prise 4 )’anatimité.” 


“ (Signé) Le Prestpent.” 


Le Conseil exprime, en méme temps, l’opinion que les événements regrettables qui se sont produits 


hier auraient pu étre facilement arrétés au début par une attitude plus énergique de la part de M. |o 
Consul-Genéral. 
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Boyth-Ghina Haily Hews. 


SHANGHAI, Octoper 24, 1878. 
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Tas Wd-shih-shan, affair at Foochow | 
is apparently entering on a new phase, | 
and the Viceroy has enlisted on his 
side the services of Mr. Bidwell, who} 
happened by accident to be present at} 
Foochow. Of the appointment of Mr. 
Bidwell, or the acceptance of the ap-| 
pointment by the latter, we have little 
to say. It is probably in the interests 
of both parties that some impartial |) 
intermediary should be availed of, and 
Mr. Bidwell’s position seemed certainly |) 
to have a tendency to render his views 
impartial. It is therefore .with the 
_ greater regret that we notice that Mr. 

Bidwell, while acting in thé capacity | 
of intermediary, has seen fit to throw] 
aside the reserve becoming to that 
character, and in a letter published in 
the Foochow Herald of the 10th instaut 
has appeared on the sceneas theadvocate 
of the Chinese, not only in this matter}: 
of the Wu-shih-shan, but in the question | 
of Missionaries in general; a thing 
quite beyond the purpose and long ago |’ 
established by direct treaty stipulations. | 
The matter in dispute in the Wau-shih- |, 
shan affair is not whether English 
or Roman Missionaries, according to 
the stereotyped expression, “do most 
good,” i.e, make most converts in 
China, but whether the Rev. J. R. 
Wolfe had a valid title to the land 
in question; and whether the measures 
adopted by the Mandarins and the 
mob, for both are unfortunately so 
' mixed together that it is difficult to 


distinguish one from the other, .were}| 
_ sanctioned by the laws of China or the}; 


stipulations of the Treaty of Tientsin. 
That instrument, which defines the 


Britain and China, says distinctly :— 
_ “The Christian religion, as professed 
by Protestants or Roman Catholics, 
inculcates the practice of virtue, and 
teaches man to do as he would be done 
by. Persons teaching it or professing 
it, therefore, shall alike be entitled to 
the protection of the Chinese authorities ; 
nor shall any such peaceably pursuing 
their calling, and not offending against 
the law, be persecuted or interfered 
with.—British subjects shall enjoy the 
same privileges, &., including the 
right of residence, of buying or renting 
houses, of leasing 
of building Churches, Hospitals and 


Cemeteries.—If a Chinese have reason} 


to complain of a British subject, the 
Consul shall, no less, listen to his 


complaint, and endeavour to settle it}, 


_ in a friendly manner. [If disputes’ 


take place of such a natare that the} incest th”'the “Teenty, 


Consul cannot arrange them amicably, 
then he shall request the assistance of 
_ the Chinese authorities, that they may 
together examine into the merits of the 
case, and decide it equitably.—The 
Chinese authorities shall at all times 
afford the fullest - protection to 
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land therein, aud} 
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lence. In all cases of incendiarism 


or robbery, the local authorities shall}: 


-at once take the necessary steps for 
the recovery of the stolen property, the 
| Suppression of disorder, and the arrest 
of the guilty parties, whom they will 
punish according to law.” 

The complaint nt of the Rev. J. R. Wolfe 
in the matter of the Wa-shih-shan 
disturbance, is that all of these treaty sti- 


pulatious have been contravened by the | ° 
- Chinese authorities. First, that violence 


has been offered on the plea that he, as 


whenever these shall have|™™ 
) been subjected to insult or vio- 
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_& Missionary, preached the doctrines of |‘ ~ 


+ the Protestant faith. Secondly, that 
having legally rented laud within the 


limits of the city of Foochow, attempts | 
have been continually made to induce 7 
the Mission to remove to the foreign |: 
settlement at Nan-tai. Thirdly, that) 
instead of bringing their complaints |- 


before the Consul, who was bound to 
hear them, aud if well founded to give 


the case in their favour, threats of|’ 
violence were made use of; and lastly, | - 
that the protection bound to be afforded 

to British subjects in cases of disturb. . 
cies Gan iat ms shuadal but on the: 


contrary the mob were permitted to burn | 


' and destroy some at least of the build-' ; 


| 


the persons and 


ings erected on the land in question. 


evasive evidence or special pleading can 
upset. The ruined buildings, destroyed 


provided to try such cases, remain as 
unimpeachable evidence. We are not 
now going to enter into the question of 
the validity of the title of the Mission- 
aries to the premises rented by them. 
If their title was not clear, the way was 


The Consul would have afforded every 


could have been decided. It is pal- 
the title as an excuse for their miscon- 


the express terms.of the Treaty of 


ernment proceeds to place matters in. 
statu quo ante, they have legally no 


of title. It was to provide 


| instances.such as that of the Wershib. 
|shan, where by a small but violent fac- 


tion, attempts are made to override law 
the protection of life and property were 


e thirty years been in the — 
pag of entign ounems.: 
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These are facts which no amount of: 


withont the sanction of the court} 


open in the regular courts to upset it. | 


assistance, as he was bound to do, to} 
prevent encroachments, and without a} 
word of ill feeling the whole question |. 


pably too late for the Chinese au-| 
thorities to plead the alleged defect in 


Tientsin ; and until the Chinese Goy-| 


right to raise the question of vali | 


and order, that the stipulations regarding | 


: 

; There is no} 
{reason to believe that the majority of 
' | the -peaceably disposed inhabitants of | 
/|Foochow feel any , 

‘| foreign buildings erected on the Wa- 
)|sbih-shan, a ground which has now for 
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duct. The whole proceedings of the |:--— 
30th August were in contravention of |. 


| The result of 


: couched in wu 
sequently the 


| The reply of 
| unchanged. 
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@ Vienna, 16th October, 1878... 
Austrian Garrison in Bosnia and 
govinia is to be reduced to 100,000, 

ACHEEN. : 

The Hague, 16th October, 1878, : 
Commander-in-Chief of the Dutch 
in Acheen tel that the Ruch- 
?) has submitted, and asked and been 
i pardon in the presence of the Au- 
28. 


SIR THOMAS WADE. x* | 


London, 19th October, 1878, 


departure .of Sir Thomas Wade for 
is postponed indefinitely. 


THE GLASGOW BANK. 
London, 22nd October, 1878, 
result of the enquiry into the, sto 
f the Glasgow Bank is, that no eee 
plated, as the Shareholders are liable. 
ati¢ deception has been proved, and 
rectors, anager, and ewer tl have 
rested. 


‘THE GERMAN SOCIALISTS. 

Berlin, 21st October, 1878. 
German wuiicihont has adopted the 
st Bill, 

ENGLAND AND AFGHANISTAN. 
_ Bombay, 22nd October, 1878. 


reply of the Ameer of Afghanistan is 
d in endly ‘terms, and con- 
ei. present aspect of affairs is | 


: 
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t Celestial Seapice,| 


Tuvrspay, 247m Ocroser, 1878. 


teram partem ia & wise and just m 

“spirit is too often forgotten. What 
¢ thought of: a jury which should at- 
to convict a prisoner without hearing 
ence? Yet people do not hesitate to 
strong and definitive opinions about 
} after hearing the one side only. Often, 
they studiously refrain from listening 
opponent, and the strength of their 
_ is equal to the extent of their pre- 
We have heard of a Magistrate who 
| his inattention to the evidence by 
that he always made up his mind at 
t glance as to whether a prisoner were 
and who rather regretted being com- 
to undergo the tiresome process of 
_ Witnesses. It may be thought that 
‘0 imaginative case; yet how many of 
lic form their conclusions much after 
hion of this magisterial : disciple of 
R. After hearing an account of a 
natter, ¢ nding somewhat to the 
of the charge in a criminal case, they 
petent to pronounce # decision. We 
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perusal of a pamphlet by “ Fametay,” entitled 
“The Wu-shih-shan affair impartially con- 
sidered, with the original agreements and 


| Counsel's: opinion thereon.” Some of the 


readers of the aeeephiet may possibly not 
regard it as. “impartial ;” and, indeed, it is 
rather a defence of the Chinese legal position 
in the matter, As the published accounts of 
the riot came through a source manifestly 
dices it js well to have the Chinese view. 
enc gsign that people are more 
mady Anugive Py hearing to Chinese opinions, 
and that newspapers and writers are begin- 
ning to come forward and defend the Chinese 
when they consider right is on their side. 
We do not affirm that, in the present instance, 
the Chinese are right and the Missionaries 
wrong; we only note the satisfactory change 
which , secures. a more just expression of 
opinion on matters where foreigners and 


Chinese have come into hostile collision. 


The case which has hitherto been presented 
for, the Missionaries i is, briefly, that they had 
been guilty of no encroachment, that under 
their agreement they were fully entitled to do 
what they did; and that the destruction 
of their premises was entirely unjust and 
| unprovoked,.for..which.no extenuating cir- 
| cumstances could be urged. The Chinese 
view of the matter, as put forward by “ Fam- 


| pray,” is that the Missionaries acted in opposi- 


tion to the termsof their lease ; that they pulled 
|} down houses without permission, and built 
others of foreign style in their stead, one of 
which, it was alleged, encroached on public 
ground not included in the lease. The people, 
attributing certain calamities to the undue 
prominence of these foreign houses, were will- 
ing to adequately compensate the Mission- 
aries if they would remove elsewhere. The 
Governor of Fuhkien offered the Telegraph 
property at Nangtai in the foreign Settlement 
at Foochow in exchange for the Mission 
houses, and the English Consul expressed 
the opinion that this offer was a “liberal 


one.” ‘Whilst expecting that this exchange 


would be agreed to, another house was 
built’ on ground which the Chinese say 
was never leased. An inspection of the locality 
‘was asked for by the Chinese, who, it is said, 
were abused and forcibly turned out of their 
own premises. It was this treatment, coupled 
‘with the belief that there was an encroach- 
‘ment, that led to the destruction of the build- 
ings. The friends of the Chinese will regret 
this extreme measure ; but it is very neces- 
‘gary, in judging of the conduct of the rioters 
‘to look to the rights of the parties, and these, 
‘in the opinion of the Consul, must be gov- 


ened by the lease, The opinions of Mr. 
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have been. led into these ‘ae by ‘the | Havirar, , Q.C., and of” $e Fe Olen, anon 


English barrister, have been taken upon the 
agreement and some of the surrounding 
circumstances. Mr. Hayiiar points out 
the perplexing nature of the case in its legal 
aspect, and asks whether the agreement is to 
be construed under Chivese or English law. 
“The one thing about the agreement which is 
free from doubt,” he however says, ‘is that 
it never contemplated the pulling down of the 
houses which proved the subject of the lease, 
and of putting up other and different kinds 
of buildings in their stead, or that the small 
vacant piece of ground mentioned in the con- 
tract should be built upon.” He adds, ‘the 
abstract justice of the matter in my opinion 
by no means lies with Mr. Wourz, who has, 
I cannot help thinking, been inclined to push 
the advantages his position asa foreigner gave 
him to lengths which finally broke down the 
patience of the Chinese.” Mr. Ne Caov’s 
opinion is also to the effect that Mr. Wore 
had no authority under the agreement to pull 
down the native houses and build a different 
kind of house; nor had he any right to build 
on the vacant ground. 

Such are the statements and views put for- 
ward on behalf of the Chinese, and it must be 
admitted that the opinion of Mr. Haytiar 
is important and will varry considerable 
weight amongst foreigners. Without expressing 
any opinion as to the legal rights of the 
parties,—which, it is said, are likely to be 
determined in H.B.M.’s Consular Court— 
and whilst censuring the conduct of the Chi- 
nese in destroying the premises, we cannot 
but think that there had been on the part 
of the Missionaries a sad want of tact and 
consideration for the feelings of the natives. 
The superstitions of the Chinese are, no doubt, 
very foolish, but they nevertheless exercise 9 
powerful influence upon them. It is essential 
to successful missionary work that the people 
should be open to argument and the reception 
of Christian truth, but such a state cannot be 
brought about if their feelings and views are 
entirely ignored. That the conduct of the 
missionaries was viewed with considerable dis- 
like by the people there can be no ques- 
tion, but notwithstanding the suggestions 
from influential and friendly quarters, the 
wishes of the Chinese were entirely disre- 
garded. It is possible that Mission work 
might have suffered in some ways by having 
the premises elsewhere, but the good feeling 
which would thereby have been engendered 
would, we think, far more than have counter: 


»| balanced such loss. The unfortunate distur. 


bance at Wu-shih-shan has done serious harmg 
to the Missionary cause, the effects of which 
may be felt for a long time. 
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Articles from the Shanghat Courier. 


THE POLITICAL TERM QUESTION, 

Our contemporaries in Hongkong, the China 
Mail and the China Review, seem to have 
been much vexed of late as to the proper 
Chinese equivalent for the word ‘ foreigner,” 
and hard knocks have been flying around in 
true Donnybrook style wherever a bald head 
has peeped out. One writer is violent in his 
denunciations of the application to foreigners 
of the term fan, *‘ barbarian"; another ob- 
jects to the use of ‘‘ outside nations”; and a 
third calls Sir THomas Wape to witness that 
‘* outside nations "’ is a fit and worthy appella- 
tion for all who reside beyond the limits of the 
Flowery Kingdom. Sir Tuomas Wape is in- 
deed the last sinologue whose authority on 
such a point we should have expected to see 
invoked by other than a special pleader ; and 
that this term occurs in the Chefoo Agreement 
Appears to us as an argument of minimum 
importance. The same writer speaks of that 
now celebrated document as the ‘ Chefoo 
Treaty,” which at any rate does not augur 
well for his own accuracy in similar matters 
of detail. He further would have us_ believe 
that the use of the term ‘‘ Central America” 
is analogous to the ‘‘ Middle Kingdom ”’ of the 
‘Chinese ; thus miserably failing to see thatthe 
chief objection to the employment of such 
phraseology by a semi-barbarons nation, is 
-not founded upon the physical, but the sup- 
posed intellectual superiority of the positions 
involved. When the Chinese talk of the 
“Middle Kingdom” and the ‘outside na- 
itions,” the idea ever present to the mind-of 
the speaker is that the former term carries 
with it a superiority of culture and civiliza- 
tion, beyond the pale of which, separated by 
jan immense gulf, lie scattered those foreign 
tribes which, if everybody had their rights, 
sliould even now be ranked among the Tribu- 
tary States of the sole source of wisdom and 
power—the Son of Heaven. China will some 
day, perhaps, see fit to change the absurd 
-name which in future times of enlightenment 
-and progress would otherwise be an everlast- 
ing link to her former centuries of exclusion 
and pride. ‘The ‘‘ Flowery ” nation would not 


-be at all an undignified name, carrying as it} 


sloes with it an idea of devotion to literature 
vand the fine arts, religious liberty, and a social 
and political organisation of a highly-civilised 
jorder. Or a uname might be chosen from one 
of the by-gone dynasties, and the glories of 
the Hans or the T’anes be renewed in the 
ppersous of those whom the world at large will 
ever cease to regard as the too-degenerate 
Ts'Incs. What, under such altered circum- 
stances, will be the appellative resources of 
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China with eran to talige nations and 
foreigners generally, it is , somewhat premature 
to surmise, It seems to be clearly establishi- 
ed that there is no word at present to be 
found in the Chinese language which can be 
satisfactorily employed without giving offence 
to one or other party. When these nations 
are spoken ‘of singly, the difficulty may be 
easily avoided by thie use of Ying for Hoagland, 
Fah for France, Mei for America, 7¢h for Ger- 
many, and so on; and wlien reference is made | 
to Europe alone, the common term, ‘* western 
nations,” does duty fairly well. Itis only when 
some abstract equivalent for foreign or for- 
eigner is required, such as would include 
England, Japan, and America alike, that the 
deficiency is felt; and then the Mandarins 
have to fall back on’ yang yin, “ men from 
across the sea,” which, though not perfect, is 
as good as, if not better than, any other term in 
use, or “outside nations” which we have 
already discussed; while the people at large 
are driven in colloquial to the old familiar 
fin, with or without the euphonious addition 
of kwai (devil). Here we must leave the sub- 
ject: it is an interesting one, and worthy of 
being discussed temperately and without re- 
criminations. | 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_— 
PROSPECTS OF THE COMING RACES. 
Tramtne for the Autumn Meeting of the 
Shanghai Race Club has now reached a point 
at which it is possible to form a judgment as 
‘to the merits of the ponies and their condi- 
‘tion. The Lotteries also give some insight 


| into the intentions so far of owners. Although | 


training is carried on chiefly in one place—the 
Race Course, and in view of all the members 
of the Club, and, in fact, of all the world, it is 
possible to keep the merits, condition and 
pace of the animals fairly dark, and much 
mystery is practised by some trainers, . Al- 
though racing is carried on here as an 
‘amusement, few people can resist the tempta- 
‘tion of getting a few thousand dollars on their 
stable pets in the Lotteries, and it is then that 
it becomes difficult to keep stable secrets. 

Besides, race ponies must be galloped freely in 
the last fortnight if they are meant to win races. 

We are, of course, far from. castifig a shadow 
of discredit upon the attempts, successful or 
otherwise, to keep ponies dark; on the eon- 

trary, if everything were known about them 
too soon, the interest in the Races themselves 
would be reduced to nothing. It is the unex- 
pected successes and the unanticipated re- 
-verses which give the sport zest to, both the 
spectators and those who cater for their.own 
and the public amnsement, and which allow the 
lucky owners to plume themselves on their 
judgment in buying and their skill in training, | 
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| win. 
| with the laws of racing, aud such ded 
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ibis at their bankers; whilst 
jockeys can prove to. mos ale to, ? 
able' they are of winning races: ro 
soup-plates during the four months: 
tervgne ‘ere another batch of griffin 
opportunity of ‘vindicating their s 
reversing the ill-luck which is the j 
reason why any horse. bat the firs’ 
win the race. 

The season hiss 80 far been not | 
able for training. The summer 
longer and more severe than often 
and took a good deal out of ponies 
strong work was to be given; but } 
been just enough rain to keep the Cc 
getting hard, without, as yet, enougl 
fere with galloping ; the Course has, 
seldom been in condition to perm 
time. 

The strongest stable is Mr. Sr, | 
which contains a number of celebr 
ners: Infatuation, Toleration, St 
Earl Brian, besides Earl Harold, 
never won a race, but. hag on every 
but one run second; in the Derby tl 
he could have won easily, but was 
to make room for his stable co 
Earl Brian, with whom his owner a 
This is a practice quite in ac 


are frequently made in China, alth 
spectacle of the best horse in the. ra 


| pulled up is uncommon, ~ becatise tl 
| rately has two, good enough to win, 1 


when that has been the case, the maxir 
Writusm IV has been acted on, ‘§ 
whole fleet and let the best win.” It wa 


England the other day by the Duke of H 


and caused some indignation among 
ignorant of the laws of racing. Earl 
hasan advantage in the weight foi 
Leger, 10 st. 7-lbs.,. over - horses 

than himself; and having proved 
Griffins’ one of the fastest animals t 


ran on the Shanghai tarf, he may b 


upon as almost a certainty for the St 
it is true his condition leaves somethi 
desired, but he gallops. well and stron; 


stable have. apparently only to bring 


of the animals mentioned above to} 
of the races for which they, a are entere 


Brian does not, however, go in goo 


but Toleration appears to have recove 
his lameness. ‘The stable have a gt 
has galloped well with Strathavon, bi 
just now a little off; he may, howeve 


day justify his name—Sensation, by wi) 
Maidens’. Mr. Pavt, has an ly str 
consisting of Black Satin, Lite Ve 


mont, and Peveril ; these “are ‘all. a 
high quality and fame. ‘The first 1 


likely to be there or thereabouts in 


US GALE IN HONGKONG. 
(Daily Press.) 
On T ning (8th) the heaviest 
the typhoon, of May, 1875, broke, over the, is- 
land. It was thought that a typhoon 


- was 
the wind died away again in 
von, Comiderable damage 


orked amongst the cargo boats 
sampans, and several lives were lost. The Praya 
in many places has been miuch cut up, and here 
and there where the foundations appear to have 
been ined the wall has sunk a foot or so. 
: consequence has been done on 
ne afloat ap to have been 


o'clock a fresh westerly wind was blowing which 
gradually increased, and at nine o'clock . veered 
round to the east, blowing, a, strong gale—baro- 
meter 29,736. At about a quarter to ten o'clock 
the.drum, at, the Harbour Master's Office. was 
isted and a:typhoon gun fired from the Police 
Chop. The tide. was thena foot over the Praya 
“near. the Harbour Master's Office, The 
men-of-war struck. their top-galla 
sent,down all yards, and the merchant steamers 
got up | of them went, to. the 
other side of the harbour, and out through the 
Lamma Channel, for protection. A large num- 
ber of sampans, Ht boats, and cargo boats 
sunk. A steam launch belonging to the Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Dock Company sunk close 
) the stemi of the Fame. No lives were lost. 
the members of the Hongkong Humane Society 
terned ‘out under the orders of the acting super- 
ittendent. Amongst them were Hon. P Ryrie, 
ident of the Society, and Captain McMurdo. 
(éat‘of the work'done by these gentlemen was 
othe City Hall to the Canton’ Wharf. At 
eddar’s Wharf the mat-shed was blown down 
on the wharf and was cut away in case any 
ork was required to have been done from there. 
et ween s Wharf and Douglas’s Wharf 
i ‘boats were smashed up, and the 
eople when told ‘to’ come ashore said |“ No, 
ust catchee alla thing first.” After a short 
né ‘they were forced to come on shore by a 
amber of the Humane Society threatening to 
row'a a See at them. At Lapraik’s Wharf 
he'steamer® Yesso got up steam and went away 
a'edfer berth. A large number of sampans 
ere being tossed about at the mercy of the sea, 
ings were thrown to them and they were haul- 
lose to the wharf, where 
, Some instances, the sampans were brought on 
ore. Between thirty and forty people were 
scued at this wharf. Lane, Crawford & Co.’s 
Qnd ‘the Daily Press steam launches sunk : close 


» the wharf. The steamer Washi paid out her 
abilé’ and’ was’ nearly on top of the steamer 
‘dmo2, whio' mains ‘her moorings and was 
irifting on top of a lighter belonging to Messrs, 
[4cE wen, Frickel & Co., and appeared at one 
imé'as though she would come on shore, bat 
hrough the good of the vessel by 
‘aptain Westoby she was brought to her moor- 


dorn,and Co.'s wharf is partly destroyed, as are 
also, goveral others. At, the Canton steamer 
: hart:. were. some more members of the Hu- 


Society under the direction of 
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in distress, some 
‘Jarge number of men 


nt masts and. 


the occupants and, 


ings off the P. and.O. offices. Messrs. Vogel, Hage-. 
westw 


| ciety Captain | wharf 
|MéMardo, A large number of people were 


ontie 


385. 
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cargo on board except , 
on deck and was t off in good ti 

wharf was a at with which communica- 
a line, but the 


little farther on weré severai 
sam on shore, two water-l junks, and 
a very large junk sunk. Neat China Mer- 
chants’ Company's Office was @ P. and O. lighte: 
distance off the Praya. Uom- 
munication. could not be made with her, and a 
from the Sailors’ Home 


with them. A 


who. were standing by ready to lend a helping 
hand cried “Shame,” at there being no life 


boat anywhere about 
sistance. ‘These men 


to go off aud render as- 
deserve great praise for 
the ready manner in which they worked in 
saving life with the assistance of Police 
Constable Bond. The West Point ' Police, 
under Inspector Thomson, alse turned ont 
and rendered valuable assistance. From whiat 
we can ascertain, between 150 and 200 
people in imminent danger were brought 
ashore at this part of the Praya. In the east- 
ward bight of the P. and ©. wharf were 
a large number of cargo-boats and sampans, all 
having suffered through collision, safely and 
snugly moored. A Chin-Chew junk was thrown 
against the stone, pier close to the Sailors’ Home. 
A junk was also washed on shore in which were 
a large number of passengers, who were saved 
by the sailors and police. The Chinese along 
the Praya West were busy putting up a sort of 
typhoon shutter over the ordinary wooden posts. 
The new launch of Mr. Kwok Acheong would 
have become a total wreck, but for Mr. Johnson 
and Mr. Holmes. As it was she was beached 
broadside on with the loss of her rudder post, 
rubbing strake, and some Copper. Several junks 
were washed on shore a little further westward 
and many lives were saved. One man was 
picked up with. his leg broken, and was imme- 
diately sent to Hospital. A P.'and O. lighter 
‘vas sunk off the company’s wharf, and three 
men clung to the mast for over half an hour, but 
no assistance could be rendered as she was too 
far out, and there was no avaliable boat at. hand. 
Nothing. is known as to what became of the 
three. men. 


Hakka . boats, all 
were picking up pieces of wood, clothing, 
cups, and teapots, and other articles, and 
many were the disputes as to ownership, 
some crying and some chin-chinning joss. 
At the end of French-street, close to the Praya, 
was another junk high and dry, from which 23 
lives were saved with some difficulty ; one Eu- 


ropean sailor seeing a man sink twice dived into 
the heavy sea and rescued him, The wharves 


we: with the exception of Howard's wharf, 
ate all carried away, and at the end of the latter 
were three wrecked junks. The Praya 
wall. from the sheer legs. at the Patent Slip, 


‘| eight or ten inches, 
‘done there was the 


| being put together. 
Eastward fro 


ore, and had | pletel 


: 
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8 Bay, to westward is washed away and 
| | , : 


und sunk in, and at the foot of Mount 
Davis is a junk’ badly on shore. The water © 
eavered the Praya at the ‘slip to the depth of 
but the principal damage 
partial destruction of a mat- 
shed' beneath which the iron steatner Zephyr is 


m Peddar’s Wharf we come to 
the remains of the bath-house. ‘The dressing- 
rooms and bridge leading to the bath are com- 
y demolished, and the pontoon from which 
the soldiers bath: brcke adnft and washed along- 
Pier, Several sampans and their 
cecupant= wore saved by the soldie of the 
Royal Artillery, and were hauled up on the 

Patade Ground, North Barrack. No 
damage at all was done at the Naval Yard ; here 
one sampan and a cargo boat were rescued and 
moored safely until the wind had abated. Se- 
veral sampans were hauled up on shore at Meyer's 
Wharf, Wanchai. Messrs. Inglis and Co.'s 
steam launch, known’ {as the Snake, waa 
sunk, as well as the hull of another, both off 
their premises, Close to No. 2, Police Station 
are some samp«ns that were washed on shore, 
also a small pleasure boat. Part of a tree in 
in front of No. 2'station is blown down, and 
another close to the Wanchai bakery. A little 
beyond the station two sampans were broken to 

ieces, and anotlier stove in, No loss of life 
ad ‘been reported’ up to last evening in this 
Jistrict; Seme telegraph posts and wires he- 
tween No. 2 and Whitfeild stations are blown 
down. Between Meyer's Wharf and the Bar- 
tacks during the height of the gale was to be 
seen a cargo boat'in distress with a man and 4 
child on board. Messrs. Inglis & Co. had just — 
sent off a launch to render assistance when the 
boat sunk with man and child. 

The number of lives ‘saved ‘by the Humane 
Society, who worked with great energy through- 
out and deserve great praise, sailors from the 
Home, and the Police, is estimated at over 200. 
No idea can be formed of the number of lives 
idst. At the very height of the gale we noticed 
astnall boat with four men in her come from the 
direction - of Sam-sou-poui, and board «rifting 
and ownerless junks, evidently “ seeking.” After 
passing some things into their own boat they 
Would leave and proceed to repeat the ‘per- 
formance. ‘There was a lot of looting going on 
along the Praya, notwithstanding the lukongs 
and Sikh Constables who were on the spot. 
Neither of the Canton nor Macao steamers ar 
rived yesterday. 

It would be invidious to mention names, but 
many Europeans beside the members of the 
Humane Society were on the Praya and ren- 
dered great service in saving Chinese life and 


property. 
THE WU-SHIH-SHAN AFFAIR. 


Mr. H. 8. Bidwell’ has addressed a long 
letter to the Foochow Herald upon the above 
matter, in the course of which he says :— 


How is it that English Missionaries in China 
are able to demolish Chinese owned houses on 
Chinese ground with. impunity, when so much 
fuss and trouble is made about tle Chinese refus- 
ing to allow the same persons to build on land 
to which they have not the least title or right, 
and which ground is without doubt absolutely, 
wrongly, and illegally annexed by the mission? 
Looking at the case from a purely disinterested 
point of view, and wishing if possible to extend 
any benefits of a doubt in favor of my own 

ountrymen, I cannot reconcile any of the claims 
put forward by yourself or the Rev. Mr. Wolfe 


aria of Murray 


to the land in dispute, and I have no hesitation 
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in stating that the Chinese will have no difficul- 
ty in proving that they are entirely in the right, 
and that this latest trouble. into, which the Reyv.. 
Mr. Wolfe has brought both his cause and him- 
self personally will eventually be found disgrace- 
ful.in the extreme. At, present I .can say, no 
more on this point, as the matter will be.referred 
fully and completely, to the Rev.. Mr. Wolfe's 
Mission in England, as well. as officially to the 
English Government. 

In Foochow it is a well known fact that out 
of ten cases which have lately occupied the. at- 
tention of the Foreign Office here nine have, 
been against the Rev. Mr, Wolfe by the peasan- 
try.and poor people from the surrounding dis- 
tricts as well as locally, and therefore your argu- 
ments that all thesetroubles emanate and result 
from the literati or the officials at once fall to. the 
ground. I therefore do not now reply to your 
accusations against the officials, as think” you 
have been misinformed. 

In common fairness towards the Chinese I 
beg of you not to state anything as facts of which 
you have only heard one side; to do so is lower- 
ing to the “ power of the press,” and brings dis- 
credit and mistrust on the: undoubted influence 
which the press holds in all parts of the world. 
Your issue of the 3rd October contains many er- 
rors, the statements made in your leading article 
and “local” of this date are open to most severe 
criticism, and are entirely unfair and of a one- 
sided nature. I have taken up this cause be- 
cause in this instance the Chinese are entirely in 
the right, and it appears to me that to allow such 
sweeping assertions as you are pleased to record 
in your columns to go uncontradicted may tend 
to mislead everyone—both officially and private- 
ly. The British Government will not do any- 
thing in haste or that is unfair, and you may 
rest assured that the Chinese will have their side 
of this dispute as well placed before Lord Salis- 
bury, as any memorial, so sparingly signed by 
your community, can ever hope to be. 

I do not for one moment suppport the Chi- 
nese in taking the law into their own hands and 
burning down the house ; the instigators will be 
punished, but from what I know of the case I 
am not surprised at the mob doing what they 
have done, when year after year bits of public 
ground have been enclosed and even the frequent 
destruction of stone walls (once by order of H. 
M. Consul) erected by the Rev. Mr. Wolfe, fail 
in the object to convince this gentlemen that 
the public grounds at Wu-shih-shan do not be- 
long to the mission, neither are they rented by 
it. Mobs in England sometimes burn and de- 
stroy property when they think they are aggriev- 
ed, and therefore there is nothing very extraordi- 
nary or out of the way in a Chinese mob doing the 
same thing ; besides, it isan old Chinese custom 
for the people to act in this manner;when they 
can obtain no redress from the offenders or as- 
sistance and protection from their own officials. 

Now, Mr. Editor, supposing years ago a num- 
ber of Chinese priests went to London and built 
a Joss House in the middle of Hyde Park ; 
supposing also that they were not stopped by 
the local authorities and that all the warnings 
of the populace did no good, but the priests still 
continued to complete the building; what do 
you think would have some day become the fate 
not only of the buildings but of the Chinese 
priests also, at the hands of a London mob? 

Again, Sir, eclesiastical wars are not unknown 
in our own country, where our forefathers have 
butchered each other for an idea, and burut 
down, without hesitation, some of the grandest 
buildings of the time ? 

I regret to find the memorial to Lord Salisbury 
so full of errors, misrepresentations, and ignorant 
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‘enough in China to lear better, a 
me most courageous.on the pa pene 
who exist only on the shet Cilia et 
treaty . rts, to sign their names to a do¢timent | 
criticising the officials of China of whom they’ 
weal nothing and with whom they may never 

ve had even an interview or a moment's 
conversation. I, wonder what Lord Salisbury 
will think of this memonal lacking the 
patures of many of the most influential per- 
sons in the place, when he reads the Chinese 
explanation 3 “China. again; send it to Pe-. 
king” will: be the deserved faté of such a 
document, and we know what that means. How 
is it your community can make out, 
that the authorities had anything "to do’ with | 
the mob riots at Wuh-shih-shan, when in thé 

e issue as you publish the memorial to Lord’ 
Salis lisbury, you also publish two placards that 
were extensively posted in the city and suburbs | 
by the people? These placards threatened all 
kinds of murder and vengeance by the people 

to the officials, and the language used ‘is realty 
a atc 

Before people talk ‘or write on a subject it 
would be wise to ask themselves if they under- 
stood what they were talking or writing about ; 
and L humbly recommend this plan to be adopted 
in future, before people, who have no means of 
eine, say anything about the official class in 

na (than whom a more quiet, gentlemanly, | to 
whassuming, courteous, honourable, and intelli- 
gent lot of men does not exist in any country in 
the world) they should know something about 
them. Their manners and customs may be dif- 
ferent to ours, our mechanical education is cer- 
tainly far ahead of theirs, but it is doubtful if we 
surpass a well-educated Chinese gentleman in 
any other way. 

I think Europeans should show more consider- 
ation for the superstitions of this country than 
they do. In our own countries we have equally 
absurd superstitious ideas as “Féng-shui,” but 
how should we act towards any Chinaman who 
came to England and attempted to interfere with 
them? In England it appears to be an offence 
for a Chinaman to wear a queu, that is, if the 
severe handling of an unfortunate attaché of the 
Chinese Embassy, received at the hands of a 
London mob, is to be taken as an expression of 
opinion. 

A Chinese mob is not to molest foreigners in 
China without apparently the act being made a 
matter for our diplomatists—new ports to be 

ned and other concessions granted; but an 
En, lish mob may attack a Chinaman in London 
ded half kill him without the Emperor of China 
ring to go to immediate war with Great 
itain, unless some absurd demands are agreed | 

to and Hongkong given back to China. 
_ As I suppose you are now aware that your 
informant was in error as to the actions and 
yings of Messrs. “Ho” and “ Ling,” I will 
deed most 
two 
men innocent of ever having thought of or com- 
+ gg the wrongs of which you haye accused 


How is it that a little time ago an armed mob 
in San Francisco attacked the Chinese quarter 


of the town and wantonly murdered a number | 


of Chinamen, simply because these sober, 
and industrious people are able to do work better 


and cheaper than factious Americans? So far as | *' 


why ene paniahed’ Tn Chicago lately, Denis Kear 
any one punis n 

ney asked a mob, what shall pone Sie ae 
Chinese labourers in America? The unan 


shout was “hang them.” The President of | 


‘prejudice : one would think'we had lived Tong | 


pe will Gud i 
Ibe Ghines of ten d i 


| that“ Ling Yiug Lin hired a mob,” 
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‘in China be rere 
récotds' shew that” nine "bright | 
Protestant Missionari¢s. M1 
The charge in the baht to Lon Sali 
and defy, your on ty, the Rev. re Wot fe; 
‘or any other rodticé or bring forward 
any substantial ect’ of the acc T 
statement is a mere fabrication a mt r * 
been made by some one suffering aten 
mental derangement. The Jeng ar 3 
Prevents me from answerin now 6 
equally untenable statements which } hate 
brought before the public ‘a8 facts,” | 
The differences between ‘the Chitiede aiid the 
Missionaries will soon be the subject ‘of official | 
Pig ces before H.B.M.’ Consul here. Be 
‘the C ineése right ‘or ‘wrong, in their” own 


to suffer persecution. ‘If he ‘eat ot Conscience 
sake, he merits our compassion ; bit | rs in-| 
tarference on our part will assuredly lead to x 
other result than political rn oI 


PRESENTATION TO des HON. crciL 


( Diity Press.) : wont” | 

Yesterday morning (15th a dp tation, con- 
sisting of about fifteen of, pines 
merchants and gentry, waited, upon. the | 
C, C. Smith, for the purpose of presenti 
him an address expressive. of the, sense 
they entertain of the services rendered _ him 


country we ate’ no right td in ond 
convictions, and any one who an 
overthrow a national Maisto ss ‘be’ : content 


in the various posts he has held in this colony 
during a period of sixteen years; and especially 


isbrar-General. 

The address, which we give at length. below, 
is embroidered on a magnificent silk screen, and 
will form a valuable memorial of the confidence 
and esteem with which the educated part of the 
Chinese community repay the honest. endeavour 
of an able official to promote the, best interests 
of every class of Chinese resident in this seleny. 

The address is signed by Messrs. ae 
Mok Shi-young, its Ming-shan, Wong ] 


The address was accompanied by the follow- 
| ing valuable presents :—A splendid crimson silk 
a wir rs yale el vg ge gentlemen 
who signed the address and have participated in 

handsome testimonial are embroidered, 
Two crimson silk. scrolls. with complimentary 
sentences. Also a very handsome silver goblet, 
which the rules of if the service will not allow 


Deak Str,—In living under kind’ protec. 
pe i gna merchant, bave bésd bape | 


favoured’ sa excellent administration, 
ale 


with — = shall ever 


mf | doe Laporte Cave wecant with 


during the time when he held the office of Reg- . 


tong, and one hundred and twenty-three pst 


Mr. Smith to receive without the consent of the 
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onset wage warfare with the fish; but no 
se which brought me there, yea 
fate and provoke the bird around me to 
forth in song. _ sialienaeitiaatiniaben 
“ Somnitlenst ‘the last rays of the sun over- 
considering in’ silence the tender 
solicita ist eons ‘ — little ones, vd 
the stratagems of a hawk uncing on 
. The moon has risen, but T sit on. 
tt ‘one pleasure more. The murmur of the 
waters, the susurration of the leaves agitated 


by the 

pe me into a sweet! reverie. All Nature 
speaks to my soul, and I lose myself in listen- 

ing ; the night is rye half over when I 

relyotantly arrive at the threshold of my door. 

When slumber forsakes me, or dreams wake 
me up, I am able to anticipate the dawn, and 

to watch from the summit of a hill, the pearls 
and rubies with which Aurora strews the path 

of the advancing Sun. 

‘My friends often come and interrupt my 
solitude, for the purpose of reading me their 
works and of listening to mine. I invite them 
to sliare my ee ae enlivens o 
frugal. nepasts, and philosophy imparts 
seasoning : and-since the Court patronises the 
debauched, caresses the slanderer, forges ma- 
nacles and spreads nets. for the unwary, we 


take me 


_ invoke Wisdom, and offer her our hearts, My 


eyes are ever turned towards’ her ;\but alas! 
her beamsllumine me only through a. thous- 
and clouds. Oould.they be dispersed, were it 
even by a tempest; this solitude’ would be to 
me indeed:a Temple of Pleasure. What do I 
say ? Father; husband, ‘citizen and man: of 
letters;.a thousand: duties are incumbent on 
mé; my lifeis not: my ‘own. Farewell, dear 


| garden, farewell. The love of my country and 


|, Saved from all assaults.” 
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my fellow-men ¢alls me to the city.. Keep 
safely all thy pleasures until my return, that 
my sorrows may be soothed and 
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THE REV. MR. WOLFE’S REPLY T 
‘god BIDWELL. 


_ 


Foochow, 30th October, 1878. 
To/the Editor of | 
“THe Foocnow Heratp.” 


: 


Dear, Sin,—Referring to Mr. H. 8. Bidwell’s 


letter which appeared in your issue of the 10th 


instant, I regret that my absence from. Foo- 
rendered. me. unable-at once to correct 
-somé erroneous statements and misrepresentation 
of facts made, in that letter, I do not say inten- 
, relative to myself and the property 


held by. 
d fa Whe professes to look at the case frém a 
y 


others, and—before writing—take more pain 


to ‘make : hin acquainted with the subject. 
Had Mr, Bidwell done this, I am willing to be- 


— 


breeze, and the beauty of the heavens, | years 


my virtue: 


TaN 


by. the Church Mission at Wu-shih-shan, | 
| It is a great pity, however, that your correspon- 


| mansions” cover the entire origi ' 
| ground formerly occupied by the native build- 


th 2 agi cle 
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| 
‘certain land and houses on Wu-shih-shan’ on the | 


| ding that no foreign houses or any~' 
thing that would interfere with the prejudices of 
the people should be erected thereon.” No such 
understanding ever.existed, or.was.known to ex- 
ist by the missionaries, or by. any body else. If 
such an understanding had existed, how is it that 
during all these years the Chinese never objected — 
though three foreign houses have been erected on 
the ground and haye stood there for the last 20 
ears? These houses were in existence when 
the deed was drawn up in 1867. In 1871, 
when one of these foreign built lrouses was ac- 
-cidentally destroyed by fire and the one which 
now replaces it was built, its erection excited no 
opposition and not a word of objection was rais- 
ed by any one against it. All this is inexplica- 
ble on the supposition. that an understanding 
such as Mr. Bidwell asserts’ had existed. The 
truth is, as I have already said, no such under- 
standing it exist, and it was utterly unknown to 
the Chinese till your disinterested correspondent, 
by some wonderful process of research, discovered 
it in the depths of his own consciousness, and by 
the aid of his most vivid imagination recorded it 
in the columns of your valuable paper as “a 
carefully ascertained fact” ! ! 

-3.—Another of Mr. Bidwell’s carefully “as- 
certained facts” is to the effect that the mis- 
sionaries had built a kitchen, or some such) 
building, on the vacant piece of land for which 
‘Mr. Wolfe had’agreed to pay a rental of $12 

r annum, and that another’ vacant piece of 
Tand close by was taken by the missionaries, 
and represented by them as the piece for which 
they had agreed to pay $12 per annum. Now, 
Bir, this statement is absolutely and ‘palpably 
‘untrue, and perhaps the missionaries may feel 


inclined some day to impose wpon Mr. Bidwell. 


the unpleasant task of proving his assertions. If 
your correspondent had taken the trouble to as- 
‘certain ‘the real facts of the case and not have 
drawn so much on his own imagination, he would 
have found that the kitchen to which ha refers 
stands’ exactly where it did 25 years ago, 
when the house with which it is connected 
‘was occupied by the Rev. Mr. Fearnly, and that 
the vacant picce of land in question was rented 


| by Mr. Smith some years subseqaently, and in- 


corporated in. the deed of 1867. When this 
deed was made, the “kitchen” to which he 
refers was in existence, and the only vacant 
iece of ground adjoining the house (not four 
sn as. Mr: Bidwell asserts) to the right of 
the: Tau-shan-kwan was the piece.in question. 
These are the real facts of the case, and I:chal- 
lenge Mr. Bidwell or any body else to show the 
contrary. , 
4.—-With reference to the native buildings 
which he says were torn down by me, or by my 
orders, and the foreign “ mansions ” erected by 
me intheir place, I have to remark in the first 
place, that no native buildings have been torn 
down by me, or by my orders, and that I have 
had no hand in building the foreign houses to 
which he refers,—they. were all built years be- 
fore I came to Foochow; and in the second 
place there were no “ native buildings ” om the 
| ground when the deed was made between the 
‘trustees and myself in 1867. 
5.—He further asserts that these “ foreign 
area of the 


ings as well as the several pieces of land mention- 
of in the yearly lease in question. Here, also, 


, ‘Mr. Bidwell’s facts are at fault. In 1871 one 


of these old houses was destroyed by fire, and 
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style it, which was built to replace it, instead 
of occupying a larger area oceupies a much small- 
ér one—because of the old house having béen a 
‘long bungalow, while the one that replaces it is 
a double-storied house. It certainly occupies 
‘Inore spacé in the air, and perhaps Mr. Bidwell’s 
imagination substituted earth for air. The pro- 
perty as it now~stands is precisely as it was in 
1867, when the lease was made,—except in this 
particular, that the vacant ground is a little larg- 
er, im,consequence of the new house that was 
built in 1876 by the Rev. Mr. Mahood not oc- 
eupying so large an area as the old bungalow. 
In the face of all.that has been said, and con- 
sidering that we possess a lease properly and 
legally signed and sealed by the official seals of 
the lawful Magistrate and H. B. M.. Consul, it 
requires; I think, more than ordinary audacity 
and capacity for recklessness of assertion, to say 
—as your correspondent does in reference to the 
Mission property at Wu-shih-shan—that the 
“ground is without doubt absolutely, wrongly, 
and illegally annexed by the Mission.” 

6.—Mr. Bidwell, asserts that it is a well- 
known fact in Foochow “that out of ten cases 
which have lately occupied the attention of the 
Foreign Office here, nine have been brought 
against the Rev. Mr, Wolfe by. the peasantry 
and poor people’ from the surrounding districts.” 
Seeing that, Mr. Bidwell’s “carefully ascertained 
facts.” hitherto ‘have: all proved to ‘be mere 
assumptions of hisiown, it seemis almost natural 
to expect that this ‘well-known fact” of his is © 
also of the same baseless charatter. And. we 
are not disappoijnted,...certainly.am- not aware 
of any such cases having been. brought against. 
me ** by the peasantry and poor people from the 
surrounding districts.” Several cases have, how- 
ever, been brought against gentry and literati 
by the poor Christian peasantry and people of 
the strrounding districts, whose chapels have 
been destroyed, their houses torn down, their 
property taken from them, their persons injured, 
and in one or two cases, their lives taken away, 
under the influence and instigation of the gentry 
and /iterati,—whose conduct, I am sorry to say, 
has been too often abetted by the local authori- 
ties. | But the’ objeet of your correspondent, in 
inventing this story, Is transparent. He wishes 
to shield his profeges, the “literati and. the 
officials,” and as-he cannot enlist truth on his 
side, he very prudently gives it a wide. berth, 
and betakes himself, as usual, to bis own mode 
of defense. It is a “well-known fact,” how- 
ever, that all the trouble in this City, and all 
over the country, experienced by missionaries 
and native Christians, “emanates and results ” 
from the hostility of these classes against 
foreigners and everything connected with them, 
and not from the peasantry and poor people, 
than whom there is not a more peaceable and 
well-disposed peasantry anywhere :—when not. 
excited and inflamed by the gentry and their 
hired mob who recently, and on a former oc- 
easion, tore down the Mission Chapels in Kieng 
Ning Foo. It was. the gentry and _ Jiterati, 
headed by the Magistrate, who six years avo 
tore down the Mission Chapel in Yen-ping-Foo, 
and for which no redress has yet been obtained. 
I could name several instances beside these and 
the’ late outrage at Wu-shih-shan, in which the 
gentry and /iterati have been the sole instigators 
of all the trouble and hostility experienced by 
foreigners and native Christians. 


It is to be hoped that should Mr. Bidwell 
give any more of his disinterested labours to 
writing on behalf of the gentry, literati, and 
officials, he will pay’'a little more attention to 


real facts, and not indulge so much in assertions 
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eum eee ane 


e= 


and assumptions which have no foundation ex- 
cept in his own lively imagination. 
Apologizing for the length of this letter, 


I am, Dear Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
Jous. R. Woure. 


ES 
THE REBELLION IN KWANG-SI. 


A Chinese merchant in this port has reeeived 
a letter from the representative of his firm in 
Tonquin, desiring him to cease sending goods 
thither as General Li Yung-choi and his troops 
are on the frontier, and it is reported that he 
intends to proceed to the capital. At present 
no stranger is allowed to enter Tonquin for fear 
of spies being admitted. 

Further news reaches us concerning Li Yung- 
choi’s movements, but of its authenticity we 
have no means of judging. The latest reports 
are to the effect that the rebel General has taken 
five important towns in Yunnan; the names of 
the places, however, have not transpired. Th 
Viceroy of Canton has been applied to for 
troops, but before complying with the request 
His Excellency, it appears, had despatched an 
envoy to report upon the necessity for such 
assistance ; a course indicative of His Excellen- 
cy’s scepticism or caution. In the meantime, 
however, and pending the result of the mission 
of inquiry, the gunboats Anlan, Captain Godsil, 
and T'ching Po, Captain De Longueville, are 
held in readiness to proceed on the shortest 
notice.— Daily Press. 


A TERRIBLE FAMINE STORY. 


A terrible story of famine and pestilence is 
told by a correspondent in Rio Janeiro, A 
district in Brazil, equal in extent to New En- 
gland, the Middle Atlantic States, West Vir- 
ginia, Ohio, and Indiana combined, has been 
without rain since July, 1875, Brooks, springs, 
and wells long ago dried up. Even river beds 
have now become dusty channels, Cattle, of 
which there were vast herds, have died of thirst. 
People perishing for want of food and water 
have fled from their homes, many of them 
dying, sometimes whole families together, before 
reaching a place of refuge. Those of them who 
escaped have overcrowded the cities of refage so 
greatly as, in some cases, to multiply the po- 
pulation by five, and they are now herded toge- 
ther in the open streets, living like swine upon 
the scanty rations issued by the Government, 
and upon such refuse as they can gather in the 
gutters. Well-nigh naked, and utterly debased 
by their sufferings, they live in bestial im- 
morality, not scrupling even at cannibalism, in 
some instances; while small pox, yellow fever, 
dysentery and some other diseases are sweeping 


terrible story has not been told in 
We have known only that 
rainy season has failed, but 


ye 


that may lead to important consequences. For 
one thing, according to the Indian papers, dis- 


sitate the interference of the Indian Government 


late King 
life long, cherished the idea of recovering the 


other of them would help him against England. 


® | impetus given will not be unfelt here in the 


THE |\GELESTIAL EMPIRE.) 


Without, ehoice of their. will. | Ussil nose_thie 


we have 


dreamed that such a famine as this afflicted ao 
a territory. : 


THE LATE KING OF BURMAH. 
The death of the King of Burmah is an event 


turbances are likely to ensue which may neces- 


and lead to the annexation of the country. The 
hated everything British, and, all his 


vinces lost to him by the last Burmah war. 
With thie view he courted the alliance of other 
European powers in the foolish hope that one or 


Another almost certain consequence will be an 
increase in the trade of the country, and the 


Straits. The late King monopolised nearly 
all the trade of his kingdom, but his successor 
is not likely to follow his example, Already a 
more liberal and enlightened policy seems to 
have been established by the abolition of several 
monopolies, and it seems probable that now at 
last has come the time for successfully carrying 
out the oft-talked-of and oft-tried project of 
opening a trade route to South Western China. 


CHINESE LABOUR FOR CYPRUS. , 
The Correspondent of a London contemporary 
who was recently in Cyprus, in his observations 
on the chances of developing that island, came 
to the conclusion that coolies, Indian or Chinese, 


were about the only labourers who were likely | 


to be of much use in it. The woes of California 
and Queensland, the terrible tales of Chinese 
cheap labour and immorality, and the sufferings 
of William Nye, must naturally have occurred 
to many persons in reading this. In the Sep- 
tember number, however, of the Nineteenth Cen- 
tury, Sir Walter Medhurst, an authority who 
cannot be denied competence, puts in a for 
Chinese colonists. The Chinese emigrants, says 
Sir Walter, are by no means the scum of the 
Flowery Land, and the population of the Flowery 
Land which is not scum has some excellent 
eharacteristics. On the ugly subject of immor- 
ality the apologist rather “confesses” and 
“avoids.” But if the Chinese are “kept in 
great order,” like Larry McHale's cruel four- 
pounder, they are, ing to Sir W. Medhurst, 
not bad citizens. Only 

very great order indeed. They must not be al- 
lowed to form secret societies, to which Lord 


them away by thousands. As if to leave no 
element of wretchedness out of the account, 
they are victims of most brutal ill-treatment at 
the hands of the police and soldiery, and, worse 
still, at the hands of vile speculators, who make 
a trade of these wretches’ woes, The picture 
which the correspondent presents is scarcely 
matched in its Rg wosagp even by the old re- 
cords of Oriental plague, and the story is more 
distressing by reason of the fact that these peo- 
ple were peaceful herdsmen and planters, culti- 
vators of the soil, whose homes have been made 
desolate by causes which could neither be fore- 
seen nor provided against. Their woes are not 
those of men who have chosen a life of crime, 
but those of industrious agricultural e, 
afflicted first with drought, then with 

then with pestilence, a 


of moral sense which brutalizes into criminals. 


finally with that loss 


Beaconsfield will regret to hear they are much | + 


addicted. They must be forced to be clean whe- 


ther they will or no; the “no” being the prob- 
able mo indeed certain alternative. Further- 


more, the white man who comes in contact with 
them must be forcibly restrained from manifest- 
ing his at their competition, as he is but 
too apt to do. So that 
of benevolent 


this country, } 
the |. 


ey must be kept in} ! 
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: THE WAR WITH CABUL. 

It will seldom occur to us to write on po 
subjects, for in a paper such as ours profes: 
be, principally devoted to pastimes and s 
politics are out of place. We are of no | 
Conservative or Liberal, so long as our s 
subjects are not interfered with. But this 
ing Cabul war, for war we suppose it must 
likely to interfere a great deal with sport i 
dia. The chief supporters of all amusemen' 
sports in this country are the officers o 
army, and as in war time those who do not 
the front have to keep with their regi: 
there is a gloomy prospect before us. | 
could think that the war would be of but 
duration, we should not be inclined to take 
a despondent view of our sporting prospect: 
notwithstanding the light-hearted mann 
which the English press writes of our occu 
the passes and taking towns some hundred 
from our frontier to intimidate the Ami 
apologising and making friends with us, ' 


go 
much. And if we were ignorant of the gt 
of the Amir’s force within such.a fow mi 
our own frontier, what “do we know | 
strength of his whole army? Dr. Bellew’ 
mate of the Cabul army, written many 
in which he describes the men as badly 
and the guns as useless, has no applicat 
the army of Cabul as it at present exists. 
ourselves have supplied the 


we aly apse eather decks 


‘would be grateful to us for making the ex 
ment. na Sir Walter Medurst id a 
write with any view to our new 
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knotty question. We rather doubt | 5&6 
whether the Mediterranean, Powers. and ples |" 
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